Resolution of pulmonary inflammation.
Mononuclear phagocytes are suggested to play a major orchestrating role in the resolution of inflammatory processes in the lung. Particular emphasis is placed on their participation in the progression from a lesion with neutrophils as the dominant infiltrating cell to one that contains macrophages, on the macrophage's role in removing neutrophils and cell debris, and on their promotion of repair mechanisms. It is suggested that monocytes must mature into macrophages before they are capable of active participation in the resolution of inflammation.